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Addresses key topics such as creative artificial intelligence, authorship, and copyright

Specialist authors contribute to the manifold discourse around AI and artistic creation

Offers a focused outlook into the future of AI

The book is digitally expanded by a unique augmented reality experience of the artworks, accessible through an integrated QR

code

Can AI do art? Since 2022, computer scientist Bernhard Egger and artist Hans Furer have been jointly conducting an experiment to test

the limits of generative AI and its capacity for abstraction. Prompted by some 800 paintings that Furer had created since 1971, Egger’s

AI model generated its own images, from which the artist selected five to transfer them again onto canvas as accurate copies of the

digital templates. As a reply, he then painted a new version of one of his earlier works, thus entering a dialogue with the AI image.

The book Can AI Do Art? offers Furer and Egger’s field notes of their experiment, supplemented with contributions by specialists from

the fields of digital art history, creative human–machine collaboration, and law, who shed light on the theoretical foundations of creative

artificial intelligence, art-historical contexts, and questions of authorship and copyright. The juxtaposition of the copied AI image with

Furer’s replies invites a reflection on the fundamentally different orientations of artificial and human intelligence and creativity.

Text in English and German. 

Bernhard Egger is a junior professor of cognitive computer vision in the Department of Computer Science at Friedrich-Alexander

University Erlangen-Nuremberg. Hans Furer is a Basel-based artist and art collector, lawyer, judge, and politician.
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