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Chairman is the first comprehensive book dedicated to artist and designer Yinka Ilori, tracing his celebrated chairs

Visually rich and highly shareable, featuring bold colour photography aligned with Ilori’s recognisable aesthetic, making it ideal for

museum shops, design retailers, and lifestyle markets

Bridges art, design, and craft audiences, appealing to collectors, curators, architects, interior designers, cultural institutions, and

readers interested in African and diasporic design histories

Strong crossover potential between contemporary art publishing and the commercial design market, positioning the book as

both a serious critical text and a desirable object

International appeal, reflecting Ilori’s global commissions and public works

Timely contribution to conversations on decolonising design and rethinking authorship, offering insightful interviews alongside

accessible visual content

Chairman is the first comprehensive book dedicated to artist and designer Yinka Ilori, tracing his celebrated chairs and the vibrant

design language shaped by his British-Nigerian heritage. Bringing together over a decade of work, the book explores how Ilori

transforms discarded and overlooked furniture into powerful vessels of memory, migration and joy. Rooted in the storytelling traditions

of his Nigerian upbringing and shaped by the visual landscape of London, Ilori’s chairs operate at the intersection of art, design and

social commentary. Each piece carries a narrative, often inspired by parables shared in his childhood, re-imagined through bold colour,

pattern and craft. Through newly commissioned photography, archival material and in-depth studio insights, Chairman reveals the

processes behind Ilori’s distinctive aesthetic, from material sourcing and restoration to surface intervention and conceptual

development. Essays situate his practice within wider conversations on diasporic identity, sustainability, and contemporary design

culture, positioning the chair as both a functional object and a cultural archive. Visually rich and critically engaged, Chairman is both a

collector’s object and a significant contribution to twenty-first-century design discourse, offering the first sustained study of an artist

whose work reshapes how we understand furniture, authorship and belonging.

Yinka Ilori, MBE, is a multidisciplinary British-Nigerian artist and designer known for bold, joyful work rooted in Nigerian storytelling.

Believing design should be accessible to all, he re-imagines objects and spaces to foster community, optimism, and global connection

through playful, contemporary narratives.
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