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°

First book on the new the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art in Los Angeles

Rich and previously unpublished visual material trace the evolution of the museum from early concepts to the finished building

Offers an in-depth look at the design process, material strategies, and spatial concepts that shape an extraordinary museum
building and its integration into the surrounding landscape
e Demonstrates how a museum can be an active participant in the cultural and spatial life of its community, beyond its function as

a container for art

The museum’s architecture and landscape express a unique commitment to accessibility, imagination, and narrative

Founded by film producer George Lucas and his wife Mellody Hobson, the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art in Los Angeles is devoted to
the past, present, and future of visual storytelling. Its sculptural building, designed by Ma Yansong of architecture firm MAD, appears to
hover above the landscape: a monumental, fluid form whose shape invites the imagination. The building arches over a grand central
plaza, while gardens, terraces, and winding paths designed by Mia Lehrer of Studio-MLA, based in Los Angeles and San Francisco, extend

across and around it, weaving architecture and nature into a continuous experience.

In Cloud Formation, Frances Anderton tells the story of how this singular vision became reality and traces the ideas that shaped it:
narrative, emotion, worldbuilding, technology, and the desire to create a museum unlike any other. New photography by lwan Baan
captures the completed museum as both an architectural and a civic triumph coming to life. Drawings and archival images reveal the

design, engineering, craft, and experimentation behind its seemingly effortless form.

Cloud Formation is more than a portrait of a building. It explores an extraordinary museum conceived as an immersive world where

architecture, nature, art, and storytelling come together as a continuous experience.

Frances Anderton is a Los Angelest-based writer, critic, and broadcaster whose work has shaped public conversations around
architecture, design, and the built environment. She is best known as the former host of the DnA: Design and Architecture programme on

KCRW public radio. Her book Common Ground: Multifamily Housing in Los Angeles (Angel City Press) was published in 2022.
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