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Tells the story of the never-realised design for a memorial of nuclear disasters by eminent Japanese architect Seiichi Shirai (1905–83)

Examines how a single architectural design of 1955 anticipated, defined, and sparked a broad and ongoing debate in Japan’s architectural

world

Seiichi Shirai is a key figure in 20th-century Japanese architecture, yet remained largely unknown in the West to date

The Gumshoe series investigates singular buildings, emulating the style and book format of a detective novel

Distinguished authors from various countries write on notable buildings from across architectural history

In Godzilla and the Temple of Atomic Catastrophes, the third volume in the Gumshoe series of “architectural detective stories,” architectural

historian and critic Thomas Daniell investigates the mysteries of the Temple of Atomic Catastrophes, designed in 1955 by Japanese architect Seiichi

Shirai (1905–83). Although never built, the memorial has become a touchstone in debates about monuments, tradition, and culture in Japan’s

architectural world. Shirai’s temple design is one of the few architectural works to address the topic of nuclear power, while Japanese fiction,

manga, visual arts, and photography largely avoid it. Shirai and his temple design are little known in the West, yet they represent an important and

influential chapter in Japan’s architectural history. The 2011 Fukushima disaster once again made him, and the questions it raised, a central aspect of

Japanese architectural discourse.

Thomas Daniell examines events and developments in Japan spanning more than a century, from World War I to the triple disaster of 2011—the

earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear meltdown. He explores Japanese tradition and the relationships between Japanese architecture, art, and critical

theory within a broader historical context. Written in the style of a “roman noir,” his book offers an unconventional and entertaining search for

the solution to this architectural mystery.

Thomas Daniell is a professor of architectural history, theory, and criticism at Kyoto University. He is the author of numerous books on

Japanese architecture, including An Anatomy of Influence (AA Publications, 2018). Thomas Weaver is an architectural writer, educator, and editor

based in London. He also lectures at the Academy of Architecture in Mendrisio. Françoise Fromonot is a professor of architectural design,

history, and theory at ENSA Paris-Belleville.
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