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First monograph about Heidi Kippenberg

A lifetime of classic studio ceramics

Masterful pottery from Germany

Published to accompany an exhibition at Brutto Gusto, Berlin in 2021

Heidi Kippenberg studied ceramics under Walter Popp, the legendary teacher at the Kassel Art Academy whose avant-garde work

opened up new dimensions of form and expression for ceramic vessels. She internalised the aesthetic of Popp’s vessels and

simultaneously gave them her own distinctive touch. Strongly twisted, thick-walled, sometimes mounted stoneware vessels, further

enlivened by thick monochrome glazes and augmented with sign-like contrasting glazed accents, characterise her oeuvre. Later she was

inspired by East Asian ceramics and began to build her vessels, assembling them from slabs, giving their surfaces a lively structure, and

transforming them into decorative landscapes. An oeuvre spanning more than half a century can be admired!

Text in German.

Published to accompany an exhibition at Brutto Gusto, Berlin, between 10 September and 30 October 2021.

Heidi Kippenberg (b. 1941) studied under Walter Popp and later became his assistant. After many travels, living in Jamaica and

studying in Japan, she moved her studio to Beerbach/Dietersheim, Germany. She participated in national and international exhibitions

from 1965 onwards. Kippenberg’s works are represented in the most important applied arts museum in Germany, such as the GRASSI

Museum in Leipzig and the Kunstgewerbemuseum in Berlin.
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