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e The guide acts as a means for analysing new architectural directions and contemporary urban development in Istanbul

Istanbul represents a vast field for experimentation and dialogue between the wonderful examples of historical and traditional Turkish
architecture and the new demands of contemporary design. In the 21st century the city of Istanbul began a new urban transformation

process, aimed at becoming an important hub for trade and finance. Today, the Turkish metropolis can be defined as a megacity with

the construction of new financial centres, shopping malls, and infrastructures such as airports, bridges and tourist ports.

The structural transformations in society have led to a shift in the urban morphology that, in turn, has generated not only social and
cultural changes, but also an identity crisis in the city itself. Within this scenario, the guide not only offers a horizontal view of
contemporary architecture, but also acts as a means for analysing new architectural directions and contemporary urban development in
Istanbul. As well as the itineraries that feature selected buildings, both contemporary and historic, the guide includes critical essays that

provide an analysis of the history, urban planning, and the future of the city.

Francesca Filosa is an independent researcher, architect and PhD in "Architecture. Theory and Design," a title obtained at La
Sapienza University of Rome with a dissertation entitled "Monstrous Spaces: for a trans-species architecture." She has authored
scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals and been a speaker at several conferences in which she analysed the relationship between

built space and the non-human animal. She currently practices freelance and is involved in the studies and practices of anti-speciesist

architecture.
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