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A. Lawrence Kocher, American architect, delves into the complete body of work of a figure that warrants recovery from obscurity,

remaining undervalued by most critics who have analysed only his works alongside the Swiss architect Albert Frey, thereby overlooking his

profound contributions to American modern architecture

This book is addressed to an international audience of architects, architectural historians, and students of architecture

The book is primarily descriptive and rigorous. It relies on a comprehensive analysis and graphic reconstruction of the case studies,

including their building technology and construction processes

The images of the book, most of them previously unpublished, are in their majority held within the A. Lawrence Kocher Collection at the

John. D. Rockefeller Jr. Library in Williamsburg, Virginia. There are 590 archival images and 63 original drawings by the authors

The book offers a new conceptual and historical framework for the study of Lawrence Kocher’s body of work that relocates it within the history

of American modern architecture. Kocher’s work as an independent designer has received very little critical attention. The book devotes several

chapters to this little-known part of Kocher’s practice and re-situates him as one of the main protagonists in the history of American Modern

architecture and reveals the profound relationship between Kocher’s designs and existing American domestic traditions. Kocher’ concept of the

vernacular included not only the different residential types of Colonial and Early Republican America, but most importantly, other kinds of

transitional dwelling artifacts. This book tries to provide evidence about Kocher’s intention of using these vernacular artifacts, alongside the

concepts of prefabrication and industrialization inherent to them as a base to construct a new national architecture in which to graft the European

modernist tradition.

Kocher’s ideological position and his continuous eagerness for experimentation transformed him into an atypical practitioner. While many of his

contemporaries were purely design focused, he established a very avant-garde symbiosis among his three main endeavors: his work as an educator,

as a scholar, and as a practitioner. Some of his architectural works can be seen as manifestos that would later further develop in the articles of

Architectural Record. Some others are the direct and material demonstrations of industrial systems and materials previously explored in his

articles. Even other works are conceived and executed as part of a pedagogical activity.
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