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An account of Marina Abramovic's dialogue with psychoanalyst Jeannette Fischer

A unique insight into the relationship between Abramovic's biography and artistic work

Offers an understanding of the underlying structures and dynamics of Abramovic's extraordinary performances

In summer 2015, performance artist Marina Abramovic and psychoanalyst Jeannette Fischer spent four days together at Abramovic’s

house in the Hudson Valley. Associating freely, they explored – from a psychoanalytical perspective – Abramovic’s biography and art

and what connects them. A better understanding of herself, her personality and her work, was Abramovic’s objective. She claims that

conversations with artists abound, with one curator saying this and another saying that. Yet there is no book in which psychoanalysis

puts her life and artistic work in context. This new book aims to fill this gap. Yet it is not a therapist’s report, nor a record of Fischer’s

analysis of Abramovic. It records the dialogue between artist and analyst attempting an interpretation of Abramovic’s extraordinary

violent performances that sometimes reach the brink of faint, even death. The two search for an understanding of the underlying

structures and dynamics. Abramovic performs relationships, and she performs violence, yet she remains on her own in facing the pain

and fear about it. The book is arranged in a sequence of dialogues, separated by Fischer’s comments on and images of four of

Abramovic’s performances to which the psychoanalyst refers.

Marina Abramovic is arguably the world's most famous and most radical performance artist. Jeannette Fischer read comparative

religious studies in Athens and Tübingen. She lives and works in Zurich as a psychoanalyst with a focus on the forms and dynamics of

relationships and their expression in art.
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