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Illustrates and describes the design process and product of a recognised US community design center, providing a blueprint for design

projects in support of community goals

The book includes narratives from the Center’s design and community partners, offering diverse perspectives from leaders in the design

field and representatives from the New Orleans community

For designers and architects, the text offers a critical reflection on community engaged design processes, lessons for designers on

approaches to social practice, including how to contribute to positive change beyond the built environment and what to do when things

go wrong

This is the first book profiling Small Center’s work and includes photographs and design drawings of built and speculative work across its

twenty years

The Albert and Tina Small Center for Collaborative Design is the outreach arm of the Tulane School of Architecture. The Center works with

nonprofit organisations and community-based groups to provide design services to communities who are consistently under-served by the design

professions. The work focuses on equitable participation, meaningful outcomes, design excellence, and inclusion as critical parts of the design

process. Smallx20 tells the story of the Center’s founding and illustrates the Center’s approach to design in service to community needs. In

August 2005, Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans, and the ensuing federal levee failure flooded 80% of the city. While the groundwork for Small

Center was established before the storm, the Center’s early work served to support community needs during the city’s recovery. Smallx20 details

how the Center’s responsiveness to community voice continues to characterise its approach to public interest design and architectural education.

The Center is consistently recognised as a national leader in community-based design, with a commitment to deep collaboration and design

excellence.

Maggie Hansen is an assistant professor in Landscape Architecture at the University of Texas at Austin. From 2014-17 she was director of

Tulane’s Small Center for Collaborative Design, and continues to write, teach, and research models of participatory practice across disciplines.

Nick Jenisch is associate director of Urban Design at Tulane’s Small Center for Collaborative Design. He has worked in public interest design for

20 years, with projects encompassing architectural design/build, water management, park & public space design, and cultural sustainability. Other

contributors: Austin Allen; Scott Bernhard; Jackson Blalock; Anna Brand; Pam Broom; Maxwell Ciardullo; Maurice Cox; Dan Etheridge; Rashida

Ferdinand; Johanna Gilligan; Doug Harmon; Baha Javadi; Anya Groner; Melissa Lee; Jazmin Miller; Suzanne-Juliette Mobley; Andreanecia Morris;

Sarah Satterlee; jackie sumell; Matt Williams; Ann Yoachim.
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