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Highly visible projects in the Middle East by renowned architects are not new. However, it is difficult to find examples that reflect a sensitivity to

climate and culture

Projects such as Jean Nouvel's Louvre Abu Dhabi and Valerio Olgiati's Pearling Path Visitors Center represent modern buildings that are sustainable

and appropriate to the Arab world

a+u 19:08 features prominent new projects by renowned architects including, Jean Nouvel, Valerio Olgiati, Bjarke Ingels, Peter Zumthor, Smiljan Radic, Peter

Märkli, Frank Gehry, and Eduardo Souto de Moura.

In the National Museum of Qatar and Louvre Abu Dhabi, Nouvel has displayed a rare sensitivity to climate and culture, creating modern buildings that are

sustainable and appropriate in the Arab world. As Ibrahim Jaidar observes, Nouvel’s buildings mark a transition from historicism and mimicry of Western

models, to a brand of modernism that is rooted in the cultural traditions of the Gulf States.

Olgiati’s geometric forms and spaces are seen in the Pearling Path Visitors Center and Céline Flagship Store. The Vatican participated for the first time in the

Venice Biennale with ten chapels, including one by Souto de Moura on San Giorgio Maggiore. Finally, Radic covers the Teatro Regional del Bíobío with a

translucent wrapping around the black theater volume inside.

Text in English and Japanese.

Contents:

1. Jean Nouvel: National Museum of Qatar, Louvre Abu Dhabi, Institut du Monde Arabe (IMA), Essay – Abstracting Islamic Architecture – Micheal Webb;

2. Recent Projects: Pearling Path Visitors Center – Valerio Olgiati, Céline Flagship Store – Valerio Olgiati, Luma Arles Arts Resource Centre – Frank O. Gehry,

Teatro Regional del Bíobío – Smiljan Radic, Maison de l’Économie Créative et de la Culture en Nouvelle-Aquitaine (MÉCA) – Bjarke Ingels Group (BIG),

Apartment Building Guetliweg – Peter Märkli, Secular Retreat – Peter Zumthor, Vatican Chapel for La Biennale di Venezia – Eduardo Souto de Moura, Hong

Kong West Kowloon Station – Andrew Bromberg at Aedas, Essay – The Masterplan for the West Kowloon Cultural District – Angela Pang.

a+u - Architecture and Urbanism  - is a monthly architectural magazine established in 1971 that highlights the work and activities of top contemporary

architects from around the world. a+u features architecture and a broad range of other new design sources in a well-presented format.
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