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• A beautiful selection of chess pieces and chessboards in many different materials

• A focus on the link between chess, art, science and culture

The volume starts from the scientific aspect to trace the game’s success back to its origins: the brain mechanisms activated during a

game are the subject of a critical essay by neuroscientists Zachary Mainen and Razvan Sandru. The essay is followed by an excursus by

Stefano Salis, who guides the reader along an itinerary depicting the origins and evolution of the game and describes its effects on

cinema, figurative art and literature. The volume ends with an appendix edited by chess player Adolivio Capece. The importance of

chess over time is further attested to by the objects people once played with: chess sets were among the most valued gifts. Noble

metals, the rarest of woods and ivory were carved down to the last detail by the best craftsmen and goldsmiths. The illustrations in this

book feature the most exquisite pieces from one of the most prized private collections in the world, masterfully photographed by

Massimo Listri.
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