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By bestselling historian and biographer Johan Op de Beeck, acclaimed for his authoritative and engaging works on Napoleon and

European history

Explores the reigns of Louis XIII and Louis XIV, revealing how Versailles became the political and cultural heart of France

The hunting pavilion of Louis XIII was expanded by Louis XIV into one of the largest, most beautiful, and most expensive palaces in the

world. Versailles became a center of power, full of intrigue, major political events, scandals, and dangerous liaisons. During the French

Revolution, it was almost demolished, and later completely transformed into a museum. Even today, it remains a forum of world

history. The First World War ended there in 1919. Hitler hated Versailles. The Allies bombed it. Master storyteller Johan Op de Beeck

majestically recounts four centuries of Versailles.

Johan Op de Beeck (b. 1957) is a prominent Belgian author, historian, and former journalist, widely known for his non-fiction

bestsellers on Napoleon, the French Revolution, and Belgian history. He has established himself as a master storyteller, bringing

historical figures to life and linking past events to modern-day relevance. 
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